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Year 4 Science Living Things and their Habitat 

                



Changing Habitats 
Living things depend upon their habitats to give them everything they need, including food, water, air and a space to live and grow. Human beings are able to make big 

changes to their habitat to make it suitable for them to live in. 
Some species are very good at adapting to changes in their habitats. These species are able to live alongside humans successfully in towns and cities 

Some animals can only survive in a particular habitat, such as rainforest, desert or marshland. When the habitat changes, these species find it very difficult to survive 
Events like earthquakes, storms, floods, hurricanes, wildfires and droughts can have very serious consequences for living things. Habitats can be destroyed and the plants 
and animals that live there might be killed. Those animals that survive might find that their sources of food and water have disappeared.  They may no longer have a safe 

place to live and grow. 
Most of the changes to the habitats of living things are caused by humans. We call these changes man-made. 

 
 

       
  

 

Deforestation 

Many of the things that humans do, 
destroy animal habitats. Only a very 
small amount of the world’s land is 
covered in rainforest, but about half 
of all plants and animals live here. 
Humans have cut down large areas of 
the forest to clear space for building 
or farming. This has destroyed the 
habitats of many species and made it 
difficult for them to survive 

 

Classifying Plants and Animals 

Classifying is when you group things together that 
are similar. With so many living things to make 
records of, and so many yet to discover, it is 
important that we have a system to organise and 
make sense of the information we have about 
them.We organise living things into groups based 
on their similarities and differences, so that we can 
learn more about what makes each species unique. 
The differences between living things is sometimes 
called variation.                                    . 

 

 


