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Year Group Subject Topic 

5 History  WW1 

 

The Big Picture 

The children will begin learning about what war is before exploring the different causes of World War 1. They will 
learn about what life was like for soldiers on the Western Front and trench warfare. When exploring life on the home 
front, children will examine propaganda posters and analyse their reliability.  We will learn about the Battle of the 
Somme, why it was a significant event in the war and how WW1 ended. Throughout the topic children will learn 
about how the war affected life in Britain, show an understanding of aspects of the past and how they can be 
interpreted in different ways and identify and explain propaganda.  

Enquiry Question 

What were the causes of WW1?  
What was life like on the western front?  
What was life like on the home front? 

How were soldiers recruited?  
What was the Battle of the Somme?  
How did WW1 end?  

Alliance An agreement between two or more people/countries to support each other. 

Armistice An agreement of countries at war to stop fighting.  

Army A large, organised group of soldiers which are trained to fight.  

Assassinated The act of killing someone (usually an important person). 

Colonised  One country taking control of another country.  

Declare To announce.  

Invade To enter an area and forcibly take control.  

Power  Having authority.  

Rationed   Being given a food allowance when there is short supply.  

Trench   A long, narrow ditch.  


